68                   AMONG     OTHERS

John Company and the curious French habit of
fraternising with the native, one may ask:  Is it
the  public  schools  which  produce  the  empire-
builder or the empire-builder who produces the
public schools?  Which is to say, is the System the
part-author,  or  only  the symptom,  of national
character? I have few doubts on this points myself*
I was surprised to find when I began to visit Norway
that there you have precisely the same empire-
building breed (the word ** breed/* for some reason,
is always used in this connection), but no System,
The   Norwegians,   whether   fortunately   or   un-
fortunately for themselves, have no Empire: in spite
of which they explore the Poles, control the perilous
whale-fishing industry, pursue adventures all over
the world and live in greater numbers outside
Norway than within it. In short, though minus an
Empire, they are the empire-building breed to a T.
No system there, however.   On the contrary, free
State day-schools where you do not grow up in
ignorance of all classes but your own, are not
segregated from the opposite sex, tempt no indigent
parent to exhaust his scanty capital upon your
education and do not become a mere visitor in your
parents* home at the age of ten-  For the breed is
Race not education; Race, as Disraeli pointed out,
being alL The breed (if I may be forgiven for sticking
to this word) was the breed in the days of Drake, of
Clive and of Wellington: at all of which glorious
epochs of our history, however, there were, for
practical purposes, as I have already remarked, no
public schools.
The public school system, in short, is only one